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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as provided below. 

1 (currently amended). A spring fastener comprising: a first side and a second side 
opposite the first side, the first side connected to the second side thereby forming a U-shaped 
structure having a cavity b e tw e en tho first s id e and th e s econd s id e, 

a bottom portion wherein the first side and the second side are connected, and a top 
portion, tho first oido oomprioing first barbs having first front ondo, and 

a first engagement sprin g, th e first engag e ment spring connected to the first side in the 
vicinity of the bottom portion, the second side comprising second barbs having second front 
ends, and 

a second engagement sprin g, tho second engagement spring connected to the second side 
in the vicinity of the bottom portion, 

each of the first and second engagement springs having a fr ee e nd in th e vicinity of th e 
top portion, oaoh spring also oomprioing — a peak and an a substantially flat engagement region 
with a hindrance portion between the free end and the peak in the vicinity of the peak, the 
hindrance portion comprising one to three ripples, each ripple having the form of a depression on 
said hindrance portion, the depression having a deepest part, a front side, a back side and a 
width, and the hindrance portion having a surface, wherein the depth of each ripple is the 
distance between the surface of the hindrance portion and the deepest part of the respective 
ripple , said ripplo provides increased removal foroo, when tho fastener is pullod by an extension 
of a first part engaged to tho first and second barbs, after tho fastener has boon inserted into a slot 
of a sooond part, tho slot having a slot width and odgos on whioh edges a ripplo of tho hindrance 
portion is engaged thereby providing tho engagement region i3 engaged, the increased removal 
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foroo, boing duo to tho hindrance) portion, and whoroin the faotoncr can bo ojctraotod whon pulled 
by tlio extension without damngo to said fastener . 

2 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1 1, wherein the depth of the ripple is 
smaller than 0.2 mm. 

3 (currently amended). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1, wherein the 
hindrance portion comprises ripples, each ripple has the form of a depression, the depression 
having a deepest part, a front side, a back side and a width, and the hindrance portion has a 
surface, comprises not more than three ripples , and whoroin tho depth of each ripplo is tho 
distance botwoon tho surfaoo of tho hindrance) portion and tho doopoot part of tho roopootivo 
ripplo. 

4 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1 1 fastener has been 
made of a material having a thickness, and wherein the depth of the ripple is smaller than said 
thickness. 

5 (currently amended). A spring fastener as defined in claim 11 [[1]], wherein the 
hindrance portion comprises only one ripple. 

6 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 11, wherein the ripple 
width is larger than the depth of the ripple. 
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7 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1, wherein the ripple width is at least 
twice the size of the depth of the ripple. 

8 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 6, wherein the ripple width is in the 
range of 0. 1 to 0.5 mm and the ripple depth is in the range of 0.01 to 0. 1 mm. 

9 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1, wherein the back side has a slope 
in the range of 15 to 30 degrees with regard to the general plane of the hindrance portion. 

10 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1, wherein the front side has a 
higher slope than the back side. 

1 1 (previously presented). A spring fastener comprising a first side and a second side 
opposite the first side, the first side connected to the second side thereby forming a U-shaped 
structure having a cavity between the first side and the second side, a bottom portion wherein the 
first side and the second side are connected, and a top portion, the first side comprising first 
barbs having first front ends, and a first engagement spring, the first engagement spring 
connected to the first side in the vicinity of the bottom portion, the second side comprising 
second barbs having second front ends, and a second engagement spring, the second engagement 
spring connected to the second side in the vicinity of the bottom portion, each of the first and 
second engagement springs having a free end in the vicinity of the top portion, each spring also 
comprising a peak and an engagement region with a hindrance portion between the free end and 
the peak, the hindrance portion comprising only one ripple having the form of a depression, the 
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depression having a deepest part, a back side substantially lacking a front side, and a width, the 
hindrance portion further having a surface, wherein the depth of the ripple is the distance 
between the surface of the hindrance portion and the deepest part of the ripple, said ripple 
providing increased removal force, when the fastener is pulled by an extension of a first part 
engaged to the first and second barbs, after the fastener has been inserted into a slot of a second 
part, the slot having a slot width and edges on which edges the engagement region is engaged, 
the increased removal force being due to the hindrance portion, and wherein the fastener can be 
extracted when pulled by the extension without damage to said fastener. 

12 (original). A spring fastener as defined in claim 11, wherein the back side has the 
form of a curvature with a gradually decreasing slope. 

13 (original). A spring fastener as defined in claim 12, wherein the gradually decreasing 
slope has the shape of an arc in the range of 50-70 degrees with a radius in the range of 0.03 - 
0.05 mm. 

14 (currently amended). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1, wherein the barbs 
are selected from a group consisting essentially of: 

first barbs being outer barbs and second barbs being inner barbs; 

first barbs being outside outer barbs and sooond barbs being inside outer barbs; and 

first barbs being inner barbs and second barbs being inner barbs. 
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15 (currently amended). A spring fastener as defined in claim 3, wherein the barbs 
are selected from a group consisting essentially of: 

first barbs being outer barbs and second barbs being inner barbs; 

first barbs boing outside outer barbo and oooond barba being inoido outer borba; and 

first barbs being inner barbs and second barbs being inner barbs. 

16 (original). A spring fastener as defined in claim 11, wherein the barbs are selected 
from a group consisting essentially of : 

first barbs being outer barbs and second barbs being inner barbs; 

first barbs being outside outer barbs and second barbs being inside outer barbs; and 

first barbs being inner barbs and second barbs being inner barbs. 

17 (original). A spring fastener as defined in claim 12, wherein the barbs are selected 
from a group consisting essentially of: 

first barbs being outer barbs and second barbs being inner barbs; 

first barbs being outside outer barbs and second barbs being inside outer barbs; and 

first barbs being inner barbs and second barbs being inner barbs. 

18 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 14, wherein at least one barb 
is cut from its respective side, flexible, and bent at its respective front end. 

19 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 15, wherein at least one barb 
is cut from its respective side, flexible, and bent at its respective front end. 
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20 (original). A spring fastener as defined in claim 16, wherein at least one barb is cut 
from its respective side, flexible, and bent at its respective front end. 

21 (original). A spring fastener as defined in claim 17, wherein at least one barb is cut 
from its respective side, flexible, and bent at its respective front end. 

22 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 14, wherein the material from 
which the spring fastener was made from has a thickness, and the front ends of the outside outer 
barbs are at a distance from the second side smaller than the thickness of said material. 

23 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 17, wherein the 
material from which the spring fastener was made from has a thickness, and the front ends of the 
outside outer barbs are at a distance from the second side smaller than the thickness of said 
material. 

24 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 21, wherein the 
material from which the spring fastener was made from has a thickness, and the front ends of the 
outside outer barbs are at a distance from the second side smaller than the thickness of said 
material. 
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25 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 11, wherein the 
fastener has a width in the vicinity of the top portion of the fastener which is at least 60% as wide 
as the slot width. 

26 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1, wherein the engagement 
region is at least partially wider than the rest of the engagement spring. 

27 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 3, wherein the engagement 
region is at least partially wider than the rest of the engagement spring. 

28 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 11, wherein the 
engagement region is at least partially wider than the rest of the engagement spring. 

29 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 12, wherein the 
engagement region is at least partially wider than the rest of the engagement spring. 

30 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1 1, further comprising 
additional lower barbs pointing inwardly and originating from the vicinity of the bottom portions 
of the first side and the second side of the fastener. 

31 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 11, wherein each side 
of the spring fastener has only one upper barb and one lower barb, the upper barb of one side 
facing the lower barb of the other side and vice versa. 
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32 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 11, further comprising 
a relief opening in the vicinity of the bottom of the spring fastener. 

33 (currently amended). An assembly of a first part, the first part comprising an 
extension and a spring fastener, the spring fastener comprising a first side and a second side 
opposite the first side, the first side connected to the second side thereby forming a U-shaped 
structure having a cavity b e tw e en th e first side and th e second side, in which cavity th e rib of th e 
first port io diopoood, 

a bottom portion wherein the first side and the second side are connected, and a top 
portion, the first oido oomprioing first barbs having first front onria, and 

a first engagement sprin g, the first engagement spring connected to the first side in the 
vicinity of the bottom portion, the second side comprising second barbs, the first and second 
barbs engaging the extension of the first part, second front ends, and 

a second engagement sprin g, the oooond engagement 3pring connected to the second side 
in the vicinity of the bottom portion, each of the first and second engagement springs having a 
free end in the vicinity of the top portion, 

each spring also comprising a peak and a substantially flat engagement region with a 
hindrance portion between the froo end and the peak in the vicinity of the peak, the hindrance 
portion comprising one to three ripples, each ripple having the form of a depression on said 
hindrance portion, the depression having a deepest part, a front side, a back side and a width, 
and the hindrance portion having a surface, wherein the depth of each ripple is the distance 
between the surface of the hindrance portion and the deepest part of the respective ripple, said 
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ripplo providoo inoroasod removal foreo, when the fastener io pulled by an extension of a first 
port engaged to the firat and aooond barbo, after the fastener has boon inserted into a slot of a 
s e cond part, th e slot having a slot width and e dg e s on which e dges a rippl e of th e — hindranc e 
portion is engaged thereby providing, the inoroaood removal force, and wherein tho fagtonor oan 
b e e xtract e d wh e n pull e d by th e e xtension without damage to said fast e n e r . 

34 (reinstated). An assembly as defined in claim 38, wherein the depth of the 
ripple is smaller than 0.2 mm. 

35 (currently amended). An assembly as defined in claim 33, wherein the hindrance 
portion comprises ripples, each ripple has the form of a depressio n, tho depression having a 
doopost part, a front sido, a back side and a width, and tho hindranoo portion has a ourfaoo, 
comprises not mor e than thr ee ripples, and wh e rein th e depth of e ach ripplo is th e distanc e 
betwoon tho surfhoo of tho hindranoo portion and tho doopost part of tho respective ripplo . 

36 (reinstated). An assembly as defined in claim 33, wherein the hindrance portion 
comprises only one ripple. 

37 (reinstated). An assembly as defined in claim 36, wherein the back side has a 
slope in the range of 15 to 30 degrees with regard to the general plane of the hindrance portion. 

38 (previously presented). An assembly of a first part, the first part comprising an 
extension and a spring fastener, the spring fastener comprising a first side and a second side 
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opposite the first side, the first side connected to the second side thereby forming a U-shaped 
structure having a cavity between the first side and the second side, in which cavity the rib of the 
first part is disposed, a bottom portion wherein the first side and the second side are connected, 
and a top portion, the first side comprising first barbs having first front ends, and a first 
engagement spring, the first engagement spring connected to the first side in the vicinity of the 
bottom portion, the second side comprising second barbs, the first and second barbs engaging the 
extension of the first part, second front ends, and a second engagement spring, the second 
engagement spring connected to the second side in the vicinity of the bottom portion, each of the 
first and second engagement springs having a free end in the vicinity of the top portion, each 
spring also comprising a peak and an engagement region with a hindrance portion between the 
free end and the peak, the hindrance portion comprising only one ripple having the form of a 
depression, the depression having a deepest part, a back side, substantially lacking a front side, 
and a width, the hindrance portion further having a surface, wherein the depth of each ripple is 
the distance between the surface of the hindrance portion and the deepest part of the respective 
ripple, said ripple provides increased removal force, when the fastener is pulled by an extension 
of a first part engaged to the first and second barbs, after the fastener has been inserted into a slot 
of a second part, the slot having a slot width and edges on which edges the engagement region is 
engaged, the increased removal force being due to the hindrance portion, and wherein the 
fastener can be extracted when pulled by the extension without damage to said fastener. 

39 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 38, wherein the back side 
has the form of a curvature with a gradually decreasing slope. 
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40 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 39, wherein the gradually 
decreasing slope has the shape of an arc in the range of 50-70 degrees with a radius in the range 
of 0.03 -0.05 mm. 

41 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 39, wherein the barbs are 
selected from a group consisting essentially of : 

first barbs being outer barbs and second barbs being inner barbs; 

first barbs being outside outer barbs and second barbs being inside outer barbs; and 

first barbs being inner barbs and second barbs being inner barbs. 

42 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 38, wherein at least one 
barb is cut from its respective side, is flexible, and is bent at its respective front end. 

43 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 39, wherein at least one 
barb is cut from its respective side, is flexible, and is bent at its respective front end. 

44 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 41, wherein the material 
from which the spring fastener was made from has a thickness, the barbs have front points, and 
the front points of the outside outer barbs are at a distance from the second side smaller than the 
thickness of said material. 

45 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 38, wherein the 
engagement region is at least partially wider than the rest of the engagement spring. 
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46 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 39, wherein the 
engagement region is at least partially wider than the rest of the engagement spring. 

47 (currently amended). An assembly of a second part, the second part having a slot, 
and a spring fastener, the spring fastener inserted into the slot, the spring fastener comprising a 
first side and a second side opposite the first side, the first side connected to the second side 
thereby forming a U-shaped structure having a cavity b e tw ee n th e first side and the second sid e , 
in which cavity tho rib of the first part io disposed , 

a bottom portion wherein the first side and the second side are connected, and a top 
portion, tho first sido oomprising first barbs having first front ends, and 

a first engagement sprin g, the first engagement spring connected to the first side in the 
vicinity of the bottom portion, the second side comprising second barbs having second front 
ends, and 

a second engagement sprin g, tho second engagement spring connected to the second side 
in the vicinity of the bottom portion, 

each of the first and second engagement springs having a froo end in tho vicinity of tho 
top portion, oaoh spring also oomprising — a peak and an a substantially flat engagement region 
with a hindrance portion between the free end and the peak in the vicinity of the peak, the 
hindrance portion comprising one to three ripples, each ripple having the form of a depression on 
said hindrance portion, the depression having a deepest part, a front side, a back side and a 
width, and the hindrance portion having a surface, wherein the depth of each ripple is the 
distance between the surface of the hindrance portion and the deepest part of the respective 
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ripple , odd ripplo provides increased removal force, when the fastener is pullod by an extension 
of a first part ongagod to the first and second barbs, after the fastener has boon inserted into a slot 
of a s e cond part, the slot having a s lot width and e dg es on which edg es a ripplo of th e hindranc e 
portion is ongagod thereby providing, the increased removal foroo, and wherein the fastener eon 
b e e xtracted wh e n pull e d by th e e xt e n s i o n without damag e to said fast e n e r . 

48 (reinstated). An assembly as defined in claim 52, wherein the depth of the 
ripple is smaller than 0.2 mm. 

49 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 47, wherein the hindrance 
portion comprises ripples, each ripple has the form of a depression , the depression having a 
deepest part, a front side, a back oido and a width, and the hindranoo portion has a ourfaoo, 
compris e s not more than three ripples, and wh e r e in th e d e pth of each rippl e is the distance 
betwoon the surface of the hindranoo portion and the deepest part of the respective ripplo , 

50 (reinstated). An assembly as defined in claim 47, wherein the hindrance portion 
comprises only one ripple. 

51 (reinstated). An assembly as defined in claim 50, wherein the back side has a 
slope in the range of 15 to 30 degrees with regard to the general plane of the hindrance portion. 

52 (previously presented). An assembly of a second part, the second part having a slot, 
and a spring fastener, the spring fastener inserted into the slot, the spring fastener comprising a 
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first side and a second side opposite the first side, the first side connected to the second side 
thereby forming a U-shaped structure having a cavity between the first side and the second side, 
in which cavity the rib of the first part is disposed, a bottom portion wherein the first side and the 
second side are connected, and a top portion, the first side comprising first barbs having first 
front ends, and a first engagement spring, the first engagement spring connected to the first side 
in the vicinity of the bottom portion, the second side comprising second barbs having second 
front ends, and a second engagement spring, the second engagement spring connected to the 
second side in the vicinity of the bottom portion, each of the first and second engagement 
springs having a free end in the vicinity of the top portion, each spring also comprising a peak 
and an engagement region with a hindrance portion between the free end and the peak, the 
hindrance portion comprising only one ripple having the form of a depression, the depression 
having a deepest part, a back side, substantially lacking a front side, and a width, the hindrance 
portion further having a surface, wherein the depth of each ripple is the distance between the 
surface of the hindrance portion and the deepest part of the respective ripple, said ripple provides 
increased removal force, when the fastener is pulled by an extension of a first part engaged to the 
first and second barbs, after the fastener has been inserted into a slot of a second part, the slot 
having a slot width and edges on which edges the engagement region is engaged, the increased 
removal force being due to the hindrance portion, and wherein the fastener can be extracted 
when pulled by the extension without damage to said fastener. 

53 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 52, wherein the back side 
has the form of a curvature with a gradually decreasing slope. 
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54 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 53, wherein the gradually 
decreasing slope has the shape of an arc in the range of 50-70 degrees with a radius in the range 
of 0.03 -0.05 mm. 

55 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 53, wherein the barbs are 
selected from a group consisting essentially of : 

first barbs being outer barbs and second barbs being inner barbs; 

first barbs being outside outer barbs and second barbs being inside outer barbs; and 

first barbs being inner barbs and second barbs being inner barbs. 

56 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 53, wherein at least one 
barb is cut from its respective side, is flexible, and is bent at its respective front end. 

57 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 53, wherein at least one 
barb is cut from its respective side, is flexible, and is bent at its respective front end. 

58 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 55, wherein the material 
from which the spring fastener was made from has a thickness, the barbs have front points, and 
the front points of the outside outer barbs are at a distance from the second side smaller than the 
thickness of said material. 

59 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 52, wherein the 
engagement region is at least partially wider than the rest of the engagement spring. 
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60 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 53, wherein the 
engagement region is at least partially wider than the rest of the engagement spring. 

61 (currently amended). A vehicle comprising an assembly of a first part, the first 
part comprising an extension, and a second part, the second part having a slot, the first part and 
the second part connected with a spring fastener, the spring fastener inserted into the slot, the 
spring fastener comprising a first side and a second side opposite the first side, the first side 
connected to the second side thereby forming a U-shaped structure having a cavity between the 
first aide and the sooond side , in which oavity the extension of tho first part is disposed, a bottom 
portion wherein the first side and the second side are connected, and a top portion, tho first side 
comprising first barbs having first front onds, and 

a first engagement sprin g, the first engagement spring connected to the first side in the 
vicinity of the bottom portion, the second side comprising second barbs, the first and second 
barbs engaging the extension of the first part, second front ends, and 

a second engagement sprin g, th e s e cond e ngag e ment spring connected to the second side 
in the vicinity of the bottom portion, 

each of the first and second engagement springs having a froo end in tho vicinity of tho 
top portion, each spring also comprising — a peak and an a substantially flat engagement region 
with a hindrance portion between the free end and the peak in the vicinity of the peak, the 
hindrance portion comprising one to three ripples, each ripple having the form of a depression on 
said hindrance portion, the depression having a deepest part, a front side, a back side and a 
width, and the hindrance portion having a surface, wherein the depth of each ripple is the 
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distance between the surface of the hindrance portion and the deepest part of the respective 
ripple , said ripplo provid e s increased removal foroo, when the fastener is pulled by an oxtonsion 
of a first part e ngaged to the first and s e cond barbs, aft e r th e fast e n e r has b ee n inserted into a slot 
of a aocond part, the slot having a olot width and odgoo on whioh odgos a ripplo of the hindrance 
portion i s engag e d thereby providing th e increas e d r e moval forc e , and wherein th e fastener can 
be extract e d wh e n pulled by the extension without damage to said fasten e r . 

62 (reinstated). A vehicle as defined in claim 66, wherein the depth of the ripple is 
smaller than 0.2 mm. 

63 (currently amended). A vehicle as defined in claim 61, wherein the hindrance 
portion comprises ripploo, each ripplo has the form of a depression, tho depression having a 
d ee p e st part, a front sid e , a back side and a width, and the hindrano e portion has a surfac e , 
comprises not more than three ripples, and wherein the depth of each ripple is the distance 
between the surface of the hindrance portion and the deepest part of the respective ripple. 

64 (currently amended). A vehicle as defined in claim 61, wherein the hindrance 
portion comprises e»ly one ripple. 

65 (reinstated). A vehicle as defined in claim 64, wherein the back side has a slope 
in the range of 1 5 to 30 degrees with regard to the general plane of the hindrance portion. 
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66 (previously presented). A vehicle comprising an assembly of a first part, the first 
part comprising an extension, and a second part, the second part having a slot, the first part and 
the second part connected with a spring fastener, the spring fastener comprising a first side and a 
second side opposite the first side, the first side connected to the second side thereby forming a 
U-shaped structure having a cavity between the first side and the second side, a bottom portion 
wherein the first side and the second side are connected, and a top portion, the first side 
comprising first barbs having first front ends, and a first engagement spring, the first 
engagement spring connected to the first side in the vicinity of the bottom portion, the second 
side comprising second barbs having second front ends, and a second engagement spring, the 
second engagement spring connected to the second side in the vicinity of the bottom portion, 
each of the first and second engagement springs having a free end in the vicinity of the top 
portion, each spring also comprising a peak and an engagement region with a hindrance portion 
between the free end and the peak, the hindrance portion comprising only one ripple having the 
form of a depression, the depression having a deepest part, a back side substantially lacking a 
front side, and a width, the hindrance portion further having a surface, wherein the depth of the 
ripple is the distance between the surface of the hindrance portion and the deepest part of the 
ripple, said ripple providing increased removal force, when the fastener is pulled by an extension 
of a first part engaged to the first and second barbs, after the fastener has been inserted into a slot 
of a second part, the slot having a slot width and edges on which edges the engagement region is 
engaged, the increased removal force being due to the hindrance portion, and wherein the 
fastener can be extracted when pulled by the extension without damage to said fastener. 
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67 (previously presented). A vehicle as defined in claim 66, wherein the back side has 
the form of a curvature with a gradually decreasing slope. 

68 (previously presented). A vehicle as defined in claim 67, wherein the gradually 
decreasing slope has the shape of an arc in the range of 50-70 degrees with a radius in the range 
of 0.03 -0.05 mm. 

69 (previously presented). A vehicle as defined in claim 67, wherein the barbs are 
selected from a group consisting essentially of : 

first barbs being outer barbs and second barbs being inner barbs; 

first barbs being outside outer barbs and second barbs being inside outer barbs; and 

first barbs being inner barbs and second barbs being inner barbs. 

70 (previously presented). A vehicle as defined in claim 67, wherein at least one barb 
is cut from its respective side, is flexible, and is bent at its respective front end. 

71 (previously presented). A vehicle as defined in claim 67, wherein at least one barb 
is cut from its respective side, is flexible, and is bent at its respective front end. 

72 (previously presented). A vehicle as defined in claim 69, wherein the material from 
which the spring fastener was made from has a thickness, the barbs have front points, and the 
front points of the outside outer barbs are at a distance from the second side smaller than the 
thickness of said material. 
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73 (reinstated). A vehicle as defined in claim 66 ? wherein the engagement region is 
at least partially wider than the rest of the engagement spring. 

74 (previously presented). A vehicle as defined in claim 67, wherein the engagement 
region is at least partially wider than the rest of the engagement spring. 

75 (currently amended). A spring fastener comprising a first side and a second side 
opposite the first side, the first side connected to the second side thereby forming a U-shaped 
structure having a cavity botvvoon tho first side and the second side , 

a bottom portion wherein the first side and the second side are connected, and a top 
portion, tho first sido oomprioing first barbs having first front ends, and 

a first engagement sprin g, tho first engagement spring connected to the first side in the 
vicinity of the bottom portion, the second side comprising second barbs second front ends, and 

a second engagement sprin g, tho sooond engagement spring connected to the second side 
in the vicinity of the bottom portion, 

each of the first and second engagement springs having a froo end in tho vioinity of tho 
top portion, oaoh spring also comprising — a peak and an engagement region with a hindrance 
portion between the free end, and the peak, the hindrance portion comprising one structure 
selected from ripple, side rib, upward solid bent extension parallel to the peak and the free end, 
knurled region, each having a depth, and a combination thereof, and providing increased removal 
foroo, when tho fastener is pulled by an extension of a first part ongagod to tho first and sooond 
barbs, after th e fast e n e r has b ee n inserted into a slot of a second port, th e slot having a slot width 
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and odgoo on which odgoo tho ongagomont region is engaged, tho increased removal foroo being 
duo to the hindrance portion, and wherein the fastener eon bo extracted when pulled by the 
e xt e nsion without damag e to said fasten e r . 

76 (currently amended) A vehicle comprising parts connected with a spring 

fastener, the spring fastener comprising a first side and a second side opposite the first side, the 
first side connected to the second side thereby forming a U-shaped structure having a cavity 
between th o first s ide and the second side , 

a bottom portion wherein the first side and the second side are connected, and a top 
portion, tho first oido comprising first barbs having first front ends, and 

a first engagement sprin g, tho first engagement spring connected to the first side in the 
vicinity of the bottom portion, the second side comprising second barbs second front ends, and 

a second engagement sprin g, th e s e cond engagement spring connected to the second side 
in the vicinity of the bottom portion, 

each of the first and second engagement springs having a froo ond in tho vioinity of tho 
top portion, e ach spring also compri s ing — a peak and an engagement region with a hindrance 
portion between the free end, and the peak, the hindrance portion comprising one structure 
selected from ripple, side rib, upward solid bent extension parallel to the peak and the free end, 
knurled region, each having a depth, and a combination thereo f, and providing increased removal 
foroo, when tho fastener is pulled by an extension of a first part ongagod to tho first and sooond 
barbs, aft e r th e fast e n e r has boon inserted into a slot of a s e cond port, tho slot having a slot width 
and edges on which edges tho ongagomont region is engaged, tho increased removal foroo being 
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duo to tho hindrance portion, and whoroin tho fastener oan bo oxtraotod when pulled by the 
extension without damage to said fastener . 

77 (currently amended). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1, further comprising 
a molded elastic body at least under the top portion ef said spring fastener. 

78 (currently amended). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1, further comprising 
an elastic body in the form of a gasket extending away from the cavity in the vicinity of the top 
portion , tho gasket comprising a lip . 

79 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 1 1, further comprising 
a molded elastic body at least under the top portion of said spring fastener. 

80 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 11, further comprising 
an elastic body in the form of a gasket extending away from the cavity in the vicinity of the top 
portion, the gasket comprising a lip 

81 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 12, further comprising 
a molded elastic body at least under the top portion of said spring fastener. 

82 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 12, further comprising 
an elastic body in the form of a gasket extending away from the cavity in the vicinity of the top 
portion, the gasket comprising a lip. 
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83 (reinstated). An assembly as defined in claim 33, further comprising a molded 
elastic body at least under the top portion of the spring fastener. 

84 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 33, further comprising an 
elastic body in the form of a gasket extending away from the cavity in the vicinity of the top 
portion, the gasket comprising a lip. 

85 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 38, further comprising a 
molded elastic body at least under the top portion of the spring fastener. 

86 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 38, further comprising 
an elastic body in the form of a gasket extending away from the cavity in the vicinity of the top 
portion, the gasket comprising a lip. 

87 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 39, further comprising a 
molded elastic body at least under the top portion of the spring fastener. 

88 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 39, further comprising 
an elastic body in the form of a gasket extending away from the cavity in the vicinity of the top 
portion, the gasket comprising a lip. 
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89 (reinstated). An assembly as defined in claim 47, further comprising a molded 
elastic body at least under the top portion of the spring fastener. 

90 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 47, further comprising an 
elastic body in the form of a gasket extending away from the cavity in the vicinity of the top 
portion, the gasket comprising a lip. 

91 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 52, further comprising a 
molded elastic body at least under the top portion of the spring fastener. 

92 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 52, further comprising 
an elastic body in the form of a gasket extending away from the cavity in the vicinity of the top 
portion, the gasket comprising a lip. 

93 (previously presented). An assembly as defined in claim 53, further comprising a 
molded elastic body at least under the top portion of the spring fastener. 

94 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 53, further comprising 
an elastic body in the form of a gasket extending away from the cavity in the vicinity of the top 
portion, the gasket comprising a lip. 

95 (reinstated). A vehicle as defined in claim 61, further comprising a molded 
elastic body at least under the top portion of the spring fastener. 
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96 (reinstated). A spring fastener as defined in claim 61, further comprising an 
elastic body in the form of a gasket extending away from the cavity in the vicinity of the top 
portion, the gasket comprising a lip. 

97 (previously presented). A vehicle as defined in claim 66, further comprising a 
molded elastic body at least under the top portion of the spring fastener. 

98 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 66, further comprising 
an elastic body in the form of a gasket extending away from the cavity in the vicinity of the top 
portion, the gasket comprising a lip. 

99 (previously presented). A vehicle as defined in claim 67, further comprising a 
molded elastic body at least under the top portion of the spring fastener. 

100 (previously presented). A spring fastener as defined in claim 67, further comprising 
an elastic body in the form of a gasket extending away from the cavity in the vicinity of the top 
portion, the gasket comprising a lip. 
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